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How administrative departments misunderstood the
curriculum policy of crucial issues? A case study on
sensemaking theory and its implications
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Abstract

This study is situated within a cognitive framework for understanding the problematic
implementation of the curriculum policy of the crucial issues (CPCI) and focuses on the
administrative departments’ role in the interactions between the national, local county
government, and school policies designed to affect classroom instruction. Guided by
Spillane’s (2004) notion of sensemaking, this study adopts qualitative case study as research
strategy, and draws on interviews, document reviews and observations, to explore the
stakeholders’ (including 3 teachers, 7 school administrators, 7 local compulsory education
advisory group members, and 1  Ministry of Education curriculum & instruction consulting
team member) implementation of CPCI in an elementary school. This study discovers the
school authority and the local education government pay little attention to the CPCI which is
one of the main reasons for the teachers choose to interpret and enact the CPCI with their
original mental models. Finally, further suggestions were offered basing on the above
conclusions. Hopefully, this study will provide valuable reference for the policymakers of
CPCI.
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