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The Associated Discourse of Parent Involvement and Educational Change:
An Analysis from the Power Perspective of Critical Pedagogy

Cheng-Hung Chen

Abstract

From the power perspective of critical pedagogy, this paper attempted to
investigate the dynamic interaction between parent involvement and educational
change based on a framework of “democratic equality and power sharing.” The author
first pointedly examined the issues of “cultural capital,” “power emancipation” and
“culture of power” to explicate the role and influence of power in educational system.
And given that the spirit of school-based management (SBM) is ardently focused on
the conceptualizations of local democracy, power decentralization, parent
involvement, and educational change, the author therefore applied the power-related
theories of SBM, models of parent participation in school decision, as well as the
main points of Chicago School Reform Act and Comite de Padres Latinos /
Committee for Latin Parents as this paper’s argument foundations. Accordingly,
although this associated discourse emphasizes the positive and constructive impact on
parent involvement and educational change, it still openly acknowledges the cultural
capital’s negative and destructive effect on both themes; not only does it suitably
explain the perspectives of culture domination and power press of critical pedagogy,
but also optimistically reflect the advocates of culture diversity and power
emancipation of critical pedagogy.

Keywords: parent involvement, educational change, critical pedagogy, power
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