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Abstract

The main goal of this research is to probe into the after-school courses carried
out in indigenous elementary schools through the research of after-school courses
handled by Atayal elementary schools.

The findings of this research are as follows:
1. The present state of after-school courses conducted by Atayal elementary schools

The primary source of funds for after-school courses in Atayal elementary comes
from the Ministry of Education, the Council of Indigenous Peoples, and neighboring
industries. There are five types of after-school courses: guidance courses that improve
basic level of education, cultural courses that promote cultural identification, soccer
courses that hone exceptional individuals, night reading courses that promote reading
habit, and finally language courses with an aim to increase the use of their native
language. Of these courses, those that develop school characteristics hold the greatest
proportion. Since they are in remote areas, the teachers of the school are the primary
workforce designated to this task.

2. The obstacles that hinder the implement of after-school courses

After-school courses are not integrated into the school courses, which results in
compressed time for after-school courses, and therefore limited progress. The
inflexibility of the application for funds together with the delay of the issuing of funds
beset administration. Teachers of the school are appointed to the guidance courses,
which affect the quality of these courses due to fatigue. Cultural courses are greatly
affected by the limitation that teachers only be of non-Atayal origin. Teachers of the
night reading courses lack profession knowledge in designing reading activities, and
require additional training. Most of all, these courses cut down playtime for students,
which sharply reduce their interest in learning. They are asked to attend after-school
courses, thinning their already inadequate learning motivation. Although designed to
improve the overall education of indigenous people, these programs have shown
insufficiency of the education functions in both the school and the home. Language
courses are inconsistent with the community language inheritance, while cultural
classes make limited progress without the cooperation of the community.

According to research, I would like to give some words of advice on behalf of my
project:
1. For the chief indigenous organizations:

Reinforce the continuous management of the overall educational environment; to
take the human resource structure of indigenous elementary schools seriously, and
increase the prescribed number of teaching personnel to avoid quantity over quality.

2. For the indigenous elementary schools:



Indigenous elementary schools should integrate after-class courses into normal
courses and put emphasis to indigenous education level and cultural identification.
Indigenous elementary schools differ greatly from normal elementary schools in terms
of cultural education, and therefore it is necessary for indigenous elementary schools
to strengthen cultural courses. It is important that we cohere the centripetal force of
teachers, combine the human resources of the community, and build a complete
after-school course program as well as a complete evaluation system so that we may
focus on the outcome of the student’s learning.

3. For the parents of the community

Family is the where children are affected the most, so we suggest parents to
spend as much time as possible with their children after school. Example is better than
precept. Cultural heritage is the lifeline of a tribe, we should actively participate in
cultural education.

Key words: afterschool program, indigenous elementary school,
indigenous education
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